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• The containment of potentially harmful biological agents

• Requires the use of safe practices, training, facilities, and 
equipment

• Provides protection for people, animals, and the 
environment

WHAT IS BIOSAFETY?



INSTITUTIONAL BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE

University of Washington

▪ $1.4 billion total federal research 
funding per year

▪ 4,100 total lab spaces at UW

▪ 1,700 lab spaces registered with IBC

▪ 525 Principal Investigators registered 
with IBC

▪ 604 research protocols registered



• Started in 2014 by the NIH Office of Science Policy

• A time to focus attention to biosafety policies, practices, 
and procedures 

NATIONAL BIOSAFETY MONTH



NATIONAL BIOSAFETY MONTH AT UW



1. Transport biohazards safely

2019 –BEYOND THE LAB



2. Keep PPE inside the laboratory

2019 –BEYOND THE LAB



3. Follow instructions for waste 
packaging and disposal

2019 –BEYOND THE LAB



• Email to biosafety PIs and lab managers

• EH&S newsletter article

• Article featured on EH&S homepage

• Office of Research web

• MRAM, U Wide Safety Committee, IBC presentations

OUTREACH



• Sharps definition update (syringes without needles no 
longer a sharp)

• Shipping biohazardous waste training now online

• Sharps Safety Outreach Pilot Project in progress

• New IBC coordinator!

• New biosafety officer!

2019 BIOSAFETY PROGRAM UPDATES



HAPPY BIOSAFETY MONTH!!


