Hazardous Material Spill or Release[image: University of Washington Environmental Health & Safety logo.]
A hazardous material spill is an uncontrolled release of a substance that is potentially hazardous to humans, animals and/or the environment. University personnel and students working with hazardous materials, including chemicals, biological agents and radiological materials, should be prepared to respond in the event a spill or release occurs.
The University provides the following instructions to help UW personnel, students and visitors prepare for responding to an emergency on the Seattle campus. University units and departments can modify these instructions for their specific location(s) and add them to their Fire Safety and Evacuation Plans. 
Emergency Spills or Releases
If you cause or witness a hazardous material spill that endangers people or may lead to a fire, follow these emergency procedures:
· Activate the fire alarm system. Pull the nearest fire alarm to evacuate the building.   
· Call 9-1-1 as soon as you are safe. Report any details you know about the spill:
· Location
· Material and physical state (e.g., liquid, powder)
· Quantity spilled
· Any known hazardous characteristics 
· Provide information such as the safety data sheet (SDS) or a chemical inventory to the fire department once they arrive. The fire department will stabilize the spill but might not clean it up. 
Follow the instructions on the Spill Response Poster for biological, chemical and radiological releases (on page 2).
Follow the instructions on the Exposure Response Poster if an exposure to hazardous materials has occurred (on page 3).
· After the incident, schedule an exposure assessment through the UW Employee Health Center (206-685-1026) or your personal healthcare physician. 
· Submit an incident report to the University’s Online Accident Reporting System (OARS) at oars.ehs.washington.edu. 
· Contact the Environmental Health & Safety Spill Line at 206-543-0467 for assistance with contacting a spill cleanup contractor who will clean up and safely package the hazardous waste. 
Non-emergency Spills 
If the spill is contained and not endangering persons or property, it may be possible to clean it up yourself.
Call the EH&S spill line at 206-543-0467 for advice during business hours (Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.); after business hours, call the UW Police Department non-emergency phone number 206-685-UWPD.
Visit the Spills webpage on the Environmental Health & Safety website for more information.
Spill Response poster
The most recent version of the Spill Response Poster is available on the Environmental Health & Safety website.
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Exposure Response Poster
The most recent version of the Exposure Response Poster is available on the Environmental Health & Safety website.
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SPILL RESPONSE

IF EXPOSED, FOLLOW THE EXPOSURE RESPONSE POSTER

S.W.I.M. FORALL SPILLS

Stop the spill. Cover with absorbent material.

S:
W: Warn others. Alert people in the immediate area of the spill.
I

Isolate the spill and secure the area. Close doors if possible.

M: Minimize your exposure by wearing PPE and avoiding contact, inhalation or ingestion.
Vacate the area if necessary. Wash hands after handling spill materials.

+ Utilize time, distance and shielding to prevent exposure.
» Cover with absorbent material.
+ Wear gloves and use tongs/scoop to collect contaminated material as radioactive waste.

+ Call UW Radiation Safety at 206.543.0463. If office closed, call 911.
+ Notify your supervisor.

CHEMICAL SPILLS

» If exposed, use the eye wash or safety shower for 15 minutes.

» Large spills: Pull the fire alarm and evacuate. EH&S can arrange for hazardous spill
cleanup at the lab's expense.

+ Small spills: Trained personnel familiar with the chemical should use the lab's spill kit.

+ Staff must protect themselves from skin, eye and respiratory hazards by using personal
protective equipment (PPE) during cleanup.

EH&S chemical spill assistance is available 24/7:
» During business hours (Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.), call 206.543.0467.
» After business hours, call 206.685.UWPD (8973) to reach EH&S staff on call.

Cover the spill with paper towels or absorbent material.

Pour freshly prepared 10% bleach around the spill and allow to flow into spill.
After 30 minutes of contact time, wipe up and dispose of as biohazard waste.
» Repeat procedure.

If spill contains recombinant nucleic acids, notify EH&S Biosafety as soon as possible at
206.221.7770.

Report all spills within 24 hours via UW OARS: https://oars.ehs.washington.edu
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EXPOSURE RESPONSE

for biological, chemical, or radiological exposures

CALL 911 FOR ANY LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY

Needlestick, puncture or sharps Wash thoroughly for 15 minutes with warm water and
injury, or animal bite/scratch sudsing soap.

Eye exposure Use emergency station to flush eyes for 15 minutes while
holding eyes open.

Skin exposure + Radioactive: Survey skin and wash until the count rate cannot
be reduced further. Stop if skin becomes irritated.
+ Chemical: Wash with tepid water for 15 minutes.
» Hydrofluoric acid: Wash for 5 minutes, then apply calcium
gluconate gel to skin.
» Biological: Wash with sudsing soap and water for 15 minutes.

Inhalation or ingestion * Move out of the contaminated area and seek fresh air.
* Do not induce vomiting unless instructed to do so.
» Radioactive: Blow nose into clean tissue and survey for
contamination.

For radiological exposure < Call Radiation Safety at 206-543-0463.
or emergency: * Call 911 if office closed.
* Provide the radionuclide, estimated amount and time since
exposure.
For chemical exposure « Call 911 and follow the instructions given.
or emergency: ¢ Provide the chemical name, concentration, time since
exposure and Safety Data Sheet (SDS).

For biological and + Call the Employee Health Center at 206-685-1026.
all other exposures: « Harborview sites call 206-744-3081.
+ If closed, call 911 and follow the instructions given.

For all exposures: « Notify your supervisor.
* Secure the area before leaving.

For hospitalization, fatality, Notify EH&S immediately after performingfirst aid and getting
or recombinant nucleic acid medical help:
exposure: « Call the EH&S main phone line at 206-543-7262.
* If closed, call 206-685-UWPD(8973) to reach EH&S staff on call.

All incidents and near misses: Submit a report via the UW Online Accident Report (OARS) within
24 hours at https://oars.ehs.washington.edu.

September 2019 www.ehs.washin.
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